
Mary of Nazareth
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We all know Jesus is our brother, the most perfect model and guide God

sent to humanity, to help us understand His love and laws.

This is the story of Mary, mother of Jesus.
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Once upon a time, Judea of the Roman Empire was

ruled by King Herod.

It was this king who had rebuilt the ancient Jewish

temple.



A priest and his wife, named Zechariah and

Elizabeth, lived there and looked after the temple.

One day, an angel named Gabriel, came to the

priest while he was worshiping.

The angel said: “Your prayers have been heard!

Elizabeth will give birth to a baby boy. I am Gabriel,

and God has sent me with this good news! People will

rejoice at the birth of his son.”

After blessing the priest and his wife, God sent

Gabriel to a young girl called Mary.



Mary was a young and kind girl who lived in Nazareth and

she was about to get married to a carpenter, named

Joseph.  Joseph was a good man, much older than Mary. He

was a widow and had children from his first marriage

already.

“Hail Mary, full of grace,

God is with you.

After you get married to

Joseph, you will be blessed

with a son. Name him Jesus.

And he will be called the son

of God. He will rule forever

over the people of God.

Your aunt Elizabeth will also have a son, even though she is

of old age.”



“Be hold, I am God’s loyal

servant. And I will do whatever

he asked me to do”

Shortly after, Mary visits her aunt Elizabeth, they are

both pregnant. When Elizabeth saw Mary, she cried

out: “Blessed art thou among women and blessed is

the fruit of thy womb, Jesus”



Joseph also received a message from Gabriel while he

was sleeping. Gabriel said: “Take Mary as your wife.

She will give birth to a baby boy. Name him Jesus. He

will be the most perfect model of moral values, and he

will save all mankind by teaching them about love and

the laws of our Father.”



Mary and Joseph were given the mission to raise with care

and love the promised messiah, the son of God.

Imagine, what if it were you? Just to illustrate this task,

they had to escape to Egypt to save baby Jesus from being

killed by King Herod.

Sometime later, because the emperor wanted to count all his

people, Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem.  Bethlehem was

full of people and they could not find a place to stay, so Mary gave

birth to Jesus in a stable.



Jesus was raised in a simple home and in an environment of

religious devotion.

Jesus grew up helping his mother at home, and his father with

his carpentry.

When Jesus began his life’s work, he went about

everywhere doing good. Helping people, loving

everyone, strengthening tired bodies, and bringing

God’s love to all whom he could.



He was also a great teacher. He used parables to

teach people about God’s love and laws. He taught that

God loves us very much and wants us to find true

happiness by following His divine laws.

But a lot of people were afraid of his teachings and

did not like what he was saying about trust, acceptance,

forgiveness, and not needing to be fearful and trust God.

Suddenly Jesus was arrested and, less than 24

hours later, he was crucified as a criminal.



While on the cross, Jesus said to Mary: “Woman,

behold your son,” Jesus invited his mother to look to

John the apostle, his much-loved disciple, and friend,

to be her son now.  And to the disciple, ‘Here is your

mother.’

Jesus was departing from her, but John, the only

disciple present until the last moment of Jesus in his

body, would take Jesus’ place in her life as much as

was possible.

John, the apostle, proceeded to

preach Jesus’ teachings and helped

the needy in Jerusalem.  Every day,



there was a great line of people, seeking help,

consolation, healing, and care.

Mary helped John every day with

all the visitors for the rest of her

life, retracing the teachings of her

son Jesus.

One day after helping a sick man,

he told her: “You, mother of Jesus,

are also the mother of the

Humanity”.

In the spiritual realm, Mary continues to care for

all of us, especially for those who, by desperation and

hopelessness had shortened their lives. Mary of

Nazareth demonstrates that no one is helpless and

that her motherly love accompanies us all.

.



The Hail Mary Prayer

Hail Mary, full of
Grace, The Lord is
with thee.
Blessed art thou
among women and
blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother
of Jesus, pray for
us sinners now, and
at the hour of our
death.

Amen.


